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Court, that the Bishop of Kildare is utterly bent upon a

removal on this side, though It be to St. Asaph, and then
the question must be, whether Dr. Pratt will be Dean of
St. Patrick's, minister of St. Catherine's, or Provost? For
I tell you a secret, that the Queen is resolved the next
promotion shall be to one of Dublin education; this she
told the Lord Lieutenant.1 Your new Waterford Bishop
franks his letters, which no bishop does that writes to rue;
I suppose it Is some peculiar privilege of that see.2

The Dissenters have made very good use here of your
frights in Ireland upon the Intended Invasion; and the
Archbishop writes me word, that the address of Dublin
city will be to the same purpose, which I think the clergy
ought to have done their best to prevent, and I hope they
did so.s Here has the Irish Speaker been soliciting to get
the Test clause repealed by an Act here; for which I hope
he will be impeached when your Parliament meets again,
as well as for some other things I could mention/ I hope

: The see of Kildare was held at that time by an ancestor of the
Agar-Ellis family, Welbore Ellis, who had been promoted to it from a
prebend in Winchester, and was essentially English In his character
and aspirations. To him an Irish bishopric was banishment, and from
the moment of his appointment, when he sought consecration at the
hands of English prelates (Mant, op. cif., ii, 175), his desire for trans-
lation to the episcopal bench of his own country was proclaimed.
Those from whom, in Swift's opinion, a successor to Ellis was then
likely to be chosen were Dean Stearne (supra, p. 66, n. 2), Bean Synge
(suprdj p. 71, n. 5), who held the incumbency of St. Catherine's in
Dublin, and Dr. Peter Browne (infra, p. 119, n. 2), who was Provost of
Trinity College. For the post vacated by whichever of them might be
promoted, there was, Swift thought, only one possible selection,
namely, Dr. Pratt. The Rev. Benjamin Pratt, whose succession to the
provostship two years later on Browne's promotion to the see of Cork
showed SwifVs judgement not to have been at fault, was then a Senior
Fellow of Trinity College, which he had entered while Swift was an
undergraduate under Swift's tutor, St. George Ashe. He was a
member of a family well known amongst the larger landed proprietors
of Ireland, and, as a man of fortune and highly cultured taste, spent
much time in England and abroad. His conduct was not always
thought such as became a don, and some years before Provost
Browne had called it in question, complaining amongst other things
that Pratt had appeared in London in " a bare habit,71 *>., without his
gown, and did not " cap " to him in the college hall (King's Corre-
spondence under elate 4 December, 1701). But these were not grave
faults in the opinion of the public, and Pratt continued to be the
favourite of " the taverns, the coffee-houses, and the exchanges."

2 Supra,, p. 79.                               3 Supra., p. 81, n. i.

4 Alan Brodrick, who became Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and the                             D weeks later, on 5 July, he received his
